Persuasion
A means by which one person can cause another to want to believe, think, or do something.

Choosing a Topic

1. Is the topic important to you?

2. Do you have an opinion on the topic?

3. Do other people have different opinions about the topic? Is it arguable?

4. Is there an audience for you to convince?

5. Is it researchable?

Opinion Statements

Ex. Baseball players deserve the high salaries they

       receive?

Ex. Our school should allow an open campus during 

       lunch?

· Notice that “I think” or “I believe” are not part of the opinion statement.

Types of Audiences

1. Positive audience – agrees with your opinion

2. Opposed audience – disagrees with your opinion

3. Neutral audience – has no opinion on the topic

4. Disinterested audience – are knowledgeable about the topic, but they do not care

Audience Strategies
1. Positive audience – deepen their feelings about the topic

2. Opposed audience – convince them with logic and evidence

3. Neutral audience – provide them with information

4. Disinterested audience – show them how the topic affects their lives

Types of Evidence

· Facts

· Statistics

· Examples

· Narratives (Real life stories)

· Visuals (graphs, charts, tables, photos)

· Testimony (expert opinion)

· Be sure to also refute the opposing arguments

Avoid Illogical Arguments
1. Attacking the person (“Don’t listen to Senator Moore’s arguments against health care legislation – he’s an idiot”)
2. False cause and effect 
· Event A happened

· Event B happened after A

· Therefore, A caused B

3. Hasty generalization (A driver with Ohio license plates honked his horn and forced a bicyclist off the road. The bicyclist concluded that all Ohio drivers are jerks)

4. Circular Reasoning (“I believe that Frosted Flakes are great because it says so on the package.”)
5. Either –or – Reasoning (“Your runny nose tells me that you either have a cold or the flu.”
· Maybe not – there could be other explanations

Introductions Should:

1. Get your audience’s attention and build their interest in the topic.

2. Provide background information

3. Contain your opinion statement

Types of Introductions

1. Begin with a series of questions

2. Use a real life anecdote or example

3. Begin with startling facts or statistics

4. Provide background information

5. Set the scene with a fictional narrative

6. Create common ground

The Body Should:

1. Give supporting evidence with explanations

2. Use evidence to refute any opposing arguments

The Conclusion Should:

1. Restate your opinion (Definitely do this)

2. Summarize your main points

3. Make a final comment or give a final example

4. Make a call to action

5. Refer back to your introduction

6. Use a quotation

