Honors English 11      





Name ______________________
STUDY GUIDE FOR EDITH HAMILTON’S MYTHOLOGY
Directions: During the last week of the first marking period, you will have a 100 question unit test (worth 300 points) on Greek mythology. This study guide is your homework for test preparation as it covers all of the information you will need for the unit test and then some. Use the index if you have trouble finding information. Turning in a complete study guide on test day will earn you fifteen extra points (5 percent of total grade) on your unit test. The unit test will be matching, multiple choice, and short answer.
Introduction 
1. What is the difference between primitive and classical mythology?

2. How are the Greek gods different from Egyptian or Mesopotamian gods?

3. What is “the miracle of Greek mythology” (17)?

4. What are the “dark spots” referred to by Edith Hamilton (18-19)?

5. How does she define mythology?

6. What is her explanation for differing views of the same gods?
Part One: The Gods, The Creation, and the Earliest Heroes

Chapter 1        The Gods
1. Identify the best known writers of Greek and Roman mythology.

A. Ovid-


B. Homer-



C. Hesiod-



D. Pindar-


E. Aeschulus, Sophocles, Euripides-


F. Aristophanes-    

G. Plato-
  
H. Virgil-
2. What is the best guide to Greek mythology? 

3. Briefly identify the twelve gods of Olympus by both Greek and Roman names. 

A. Zeus (Jupiter)-


B. Hera (Juno)-



C. Poseidon (Neptune)-
D. Hades (Pluto)-


E. Athena (Minerva)-


F. Phoebus Apollo (Apollo)-
G. Artemis (Diana)-

H. Aphrodite (Venus)-


I. Hermes (Mercury)-
J. Ares (Mars)-


K. Hephaestus (Vulcan)
-

L. Hestia (Vesta)-
4. Identify some of the lesser Gods of Olympus.

A. Eros-

B. Hebe-


C. Iris-


D. The Graces-


E. The Muses-
5. Identify some of the Gods of the Waters.
A. Poseidon (Neptune)

B. Ocean-


C. Triton-
   
D. Proteus-

E. Naiads-
6. Identify some of the Gods and places of the Underworld. 

A. Charon-

B. Cerberus

C. Acheron, Cocytus, Styx-

D. The Furies-

E. Sleep and Death-
F. Tartarus-

G. Elysium Fields-

H. Erebus-

I. Lethe-

J. Tantalus-

K. Sisyphus-

L. Hecate-

M. Fates-

7. Identify some of the lesser Gods of the Earth.
A. Demeter (Ceres)-

B. Dionysus (Bacchus)-

C. Pan (Faunus)-

D. Castor and Pollux-
E. The Satyrs-


F. Nymphs-


G. Boreas, Notus, Eurus, Zephyr-
H. The Centaurs-


I. The Gorgons-

J. The Sirens-

K. Clotho, Lachesis, Atropos-
8. Who are two well-known lesser Roman gods?
A. Saturn-

B. Janus-
Chapter 2   The Two Great Gods of Earth: Demeter (Ceres) / Dionysus (Bacchus) 
1. What do Greeks believe are two basic gifts that earth gives to man?

2. How are Dionysus and Demeter different from the Twelve Gods of mythology?

3. How does the myth of Demeter explain the seasons of spring and winter? 

4. According to myth, how is Dionysus born?  How is this related to Dionysus’ association with grapes and wine? 

5. What is he known as, and what does he teach humans? 

6. What are the two contrasting ideas associated with the worship of Dionysus? 

7. Why is Dionysus considered so important to Greeks? 

8. How does Dionysus become a symbol of resurrection?
9. What is the connection between Dionysus and the Greek theater? 

Chapter 3        How the World and Mankind Were Created  
1. What is Hesiod’s version of the creation of man? 
2. Who are Cronus and Rhea?

3. Who is Atlas? What does he have to do?

4. Who are Prometheus and Epimetheus? 

5. What gifts does Epimetheus give to animals?  What does Prometheus give to mankind to make us superior to animals?
6. What is the second version of creation, the five stages of man? 

7. What does Prometheus do that angers Zeus? 
8. How is Prometheus tortured?
9. Why is Pandora created? 

10. Why does Zeus send a flood to earth? 

11. Who are the only two survivors?

12. Who are the Stone People? 

Chapter 4       The Earliest Heroes  
1. Summarize the story of Prometheus and lo.
2. Summarize the story of Europa.

Chapter 4      The Flower Myths

1. Summarize the story of Echo and Narcissus.

2. Summarize the story of Adonis.

3. How does the myth of Clytie explain the myth of the sunflower?
Part Two: Stories of Love and Adventure

Chapter 5    Cupid and Psyche 
1. How Does Psyche compare in beauty with her sisters? 

2. What plan does Venus have for Psyche? 

3. What happens when Cupid meets Psyche? 

4. How does “the mildest of winds” help Psyche?

5. When and why does Cupid appear to Psyche?

6. How do her sisters create doubts about Psyche’s future husband?
7. How does this myth end? 

Chapter 6     Eight Brief Tales of Lovers
1. How does the myth of Pyramus and Thisbe explain the deep red color of the mulberry bush? 

2. How does the myth of Orpheus and Eurydice explain the sweetness of the nightingale’s song? 

3. How does the myth of Ceyx and Alcyone explain the idea of Halcyon days? 

4. How does the myth of Pygmalion and Galatea illustrate the power of love?

A. Why does Pygmalion decide to remain a bachelor?

B. Under what circumstances does he fall in love? 

C. How does Pygmalion act after this? 

D. Who helps Pygmalion in his desire to have the woman he loves? 

E. How does this story end? 
5. Summarize the story of Baucis and Philemon.

6. Why does Endymion sleep forever?

7. Summarize the story of Daphne?

8. Who are Hero and Leander?

Chapter 7       The Quest of the Golden Fleece 
1. What is the Golden Fleece? 

2. Who is Pelias?  Why is he worried about a “One-sandaled” stranger? 

3. Why does Jason seek the Golden Fleece? Who helps him in his quest?
4. What are three adventures he has along the way?
5. How does the King of Colchis treat Jason when he arrives?  What test does he put Jason through? 

6. How does Medea figure in these events? 

7. What happens to Pelias after Jason returns with the Golden Fleece?  What does Jason do to Medea at the end? 

Part Three: The Great Heroes Before the Trojan War

Chapter 9         Perseus
1. How is Perseus’ birth magical? 

2. Compare events in Perseus’ life to the following elements of a “Cinderella” story: 

A. Cinderella’s fairy godmother gives her a ball gown and a coach. 

B. Cinderella has certain rules to follow, such as leaving the ball by midnight.

C. Cinderella is rescued from a miserable life by her fairy godmother. 

D. Cinderella gets the prince in the end. 

Chapter 10
Theseus
1. Before Theseus can go to Athens and claim King Aegeus as his father, what great test of strength is he required to perform?

2. Why is Theseus loved by Greeks before he ever meets his father?

3. What two things does Theseus do to help the Athenians in their conflict with Minos?

4. What kind of ruler is Theseus when he becomes King of Athens?

5. How does the story of Hippolytus, Theseus’ son, and Phaedra, his wife, bring about the end of Theseus? 

Chapter 11         Hercules 
1. What are four examples of Hercules great strength? 

2. How could you interpret the following quote: “Intelligence did not figure largely in anything he did and was often conspicuously absent”?

3. What happens to Hercules when Hera sends madness to possess him? 

4. Is he considered guilty of his crimes? 

5. How does Hercules become involved in battling Death? 

6. What happens after Hercules completes the twelve labors?
7. How does he die and why is he allowed onto Mount Olympus?
Part Four: Heroes of the Trojan War

Chapter 13       The Trojan War 
1. What does Edith Hamilton think is “one of the world’s greatest poems”?

2. What causes the Trojan War? 

3. How did Helen of Troy become involved in this myth?
4. How does Odysseus (Ulysses) feel about the war?

5. What happens to Achilles? 

6. What sacrifice is Agamemnon required to make? 

7. What happens at the end of nine years of fighting with neither side victorious?

8. What happens during a pause in the war?

9. What happens to Patroclus?
10. What does Achilles do as a result? 

11. What happens to Achilles? 

Chapter 14          The Fall of Troy 
1. Who becomes the leader of the Greek efforts after Paris is killed? 

2. What famous subterfuge do the Greeks use to overthrow Troy? 

3. After the fall of Troy, what mistakes do the Greeks make? 
Other Characters to Identify

Harpies– 

Cyclops-

Gray Women-

Medusa-

Scylla-

Charybdis-

Icarus-

Daedalus-

Arachne and Minerva-

Phaeton-

Callisto-

Semele-

Aurora-

Aeolus-

Leda-

Metis-

Argus-

Tithonus-

Andromeda-

Sinis-

Procrustes-

Pirithous-

Diomedes-

Priam-

Andromache-

Laocoon-

Briseis-

Menelaus-

Hector-

Thetis-

Ariadne-

Danae-

