LITERARY PRECIS FORMAT AND ASSIGNMENT 

ASSIGNMENT: After reading one of the novel selections, you will compose a literary précis of the work. A literary précis (annotated bibliography) is a detailed account of the reading in ONLY SEVEN (7) sentences. 

FORMAT: 

The seven (7) sentences of a literary précis are as follows: 

1. Genre, setting, time, place, title, and author 

2. Main characters—protagonist and antagonist 

3. Conflict 

4. Rising Action 

5. Climax 

6. Outcome 

7. Three Part Thesis (subject, action, and how) addressing the given prompt.

EXAMPLE: 

Dr. Seuss’ “The Lorax” is a children’s fable set in an imaginary habitat filled with animals, trees, and ponds. The main characters are two make-believe animals: the Lorax, the protagonist, and the Once-ler, the antagonist. The conflict occurs because the Lorax symbolizes conservation, while the Once-ler epitomizes greed and destruction. As a result of the destruction of the truffula trees, the Lorax is determined to conserve the land he lives in and help save the environment. The Lorax desperately tries to save the last of the truffula tress which will assure good quality of life for the animals; however, the Once-ler continues to destroy the natural habitat in order to make a profit. Eventually, all the truffula trees are destroyed and the Once-ler sees the need for trying to restore the once bountiful habitat he destroyed by planting the last truffula seed.  In Dr. Seuss’ “The Lorax,” Seuss warns of the dangers of industrialism through the use of symbol and allegory.
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